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Court MERCURY: 
OR, THE 
STATESMAN'S PACKET. 


H E Cauſes why Evil Miniſters, tho”. 
they have ſcrewed themſelves into 
their Princes Favours, do not always 
continue in Proſperity, but that Ruin 
and Deſtruction is generally the End of ſuch 
wicked Stateſmen, ariſe from one or both of 
theſe, vi. either becãuſe they obtain their 
Greatneſs by vile Practices and Devices, or ha- 
ving duly attained to it, they carry themſelves 
diſhonourably in the Execution of fuch Ollices 
as are committed to their Charge. 


The Counſels of Men, and the Cha of 
their Lives are different, and have different Suc- 
ceſs, according to the Counſel of him who 
adviſes and * if he adviſes good Things 

| {WA 4 0 


„ 


to a good End, the Succeſs is good ; if the 


contrary, it is bad; ſo in the Wotld there are 
divers Callings, according to the Diverſity. of 


Degrees, Sexes, and Profeſſions, and every Cal- 


ling different from another: Some Lords, ſome 
Free-Men, others Servants and Miniſters ; ſome 
rule and govern, others ſerve and obey ; ſome 


are ſeparated for ſpiritual Service, others for 


fecular Employ ments. 


Every Man is. called to one Occupation , 


Trade, or Calling, or other. Vain is the Con- 


ceit, and great the Preſumption of Aſtrologers, 
(and indeed as vain and unchriſtian is the Be- 
lief of thoſe Men who pin their Faith on the 


Sleeves of ſuch Impoſtors) who ſay, if a Man 


be born under Jupiter, he is deſtinated unto 


Kiches and Honour; if under Mercury, to Wiſ⸗ 


dom and Knowledge. Seldom is the rich Man 


wiſe, or the wiſe Man rich, for theſe Planets 


are rarely in Conjunction, Jupiter being the 
floweſt of theſe two Planets, and is not able 
to run his Courſe in leſs than twelve Years ; 
and Mercury, being the ſwifteſt, goes about the 
Earth every Year ; ſo that they very ſeldom 
meet, and when they do, _ Continuance 


is very ſhort. 


The World is a Stage, and every Man hath 


his Part to act allotted him by Heaven; to one 


the Part of a King, to another of a Subject, 
to one of a Pricit, to another of a Prophet; to 


{ome 
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ſome one Thing, to others another: And there 
is no Man ſo mean and contemptible, but has 


his Part aſſign'd him; and tho' in the firſt or 


ſecond Scene he may perſonate a Fiſherman, 


i Shepherd, or Herdſman ; yet often in thoſe 


Men is ſhewn the Power and Omnipotence of 


Heaven. David was for many Years a poor 


Shepherd, forlorn, negleQed, and not eſteem'd 
as one of the Sons of Feſs; for when the Pro- 
phet came to Bethlem, and invited Feſs and 
his Sons to a Banquet, David was in the 
Fields attending his Flocks: The Prophet would 
have anointed one of them that were preſent, 
becauſe they were fair, and of comely Coun- 
tenances : But how was he reproved by the 
Holy Spirit > Heaven, ſaid he, judgeth not as 


Men do by the outward Lineaments of the Body, 


but by the - inward Perfections of the Mind, 
and that the Man he looked for was not there. 


The Prophet then enquiring what other Sons 
- he had, David was brought before him; and 


as ſoon as the Prophet beheld him, he ſaid, 
7. his 1g the _ and thereupon he anointed 
him. | 


As therefore nothing is more certain than 


that every one is called by Providence in its 


appointed Time, we ought to attend the good 
Will and Pleaſure of Heaven, and not run be- 
fore we are called: Therefore in what State 
or Condition ſoever we are placed, it is our 


7 to live to the 8 of the King of 


Kings, 


41 


Kings, and the Good, Welfare, and Profperity 
of our Neighbours : If we neglect theſe, we 


labour to our own Deſtruction. This is there- 


fore the Firſt Cauſe of the Downfal of Mini- 


ſters; namely, their thruſting themſelves into 


Buſineſs before they are called, and taking up- 


on them Things beyond their Strength- and 


Capacity z whereby they incur the Hatred of 


God and Men. 25 , 


Such Perſons en by Fraud Bribiny, Ca- 
-* Emmy, and all other wicked Practices to at- 
tain their Ends. Joſephus in his ſeventh Book 
of the Antiquities of the Fews, ſays, That he 


Who has attained to any Honours and Prefer- 


ment by wicked and unlawful Means, will not 
tick to uſe other Means, more pernicious, to 
continue the ſame. Thus Sejanus, to ſupport 
his Greatneſs, made. Love to Lavinia, the 
Wife of Druſus, and procured her to be Ac- 


ceſlory to the Murder of her Husband. So 
Tigellinous, by his wicked Practices and evil 
Courſes, in which he exceeded all the Men of 


the Age, monopoliz'd the Ears, and even the 
nun of that cruel Emperor Nera. 


The Study and Sycophancy of fuck wicked 


Miniſter 3, is, firſt how to procure to themſelves 


the Favour of their Princes, then how to at- 
tain the chiefeſt Place of Honour and Profit, 


by ruining ſuch as ſtand in their Way: This 
was the Caſe af Tige/linous, whom I juſt now 
mentioned, 
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mentioned, on whom Nero beſtowed the great- 
eſt Rewards that could have been given to the 
'- moſt. deſerving : And thus Macro won the 
Heart of Caius Ceſar by deſerting Tiberius, 
while he lived, and by making all 'the Intereſt 
he could for him to ſuccced in the Empire: 
Perenius uſed the vileſt Practices to make him- 
{elf powerful, and ſeduced the Emperor Com- 
modus to all Manner of Licentiouſneſs: And 
William, Biſhop of Ely, by his Bribery obtain- 
ed the chiefeſt plates of Note in Church and 
State: And Pallas by his Adultery won the 
Hleart of Agrippina, the Wife of Clandius Ce- 
ſar, and Mother of Ners, with no other View 
than to ſupport his former Greatneſs. © This 
wicked Miniſter, and Narciſſus, who were 
Claudius Ceſar's Free-Men, were by that Em- 
peror inveſted with the greateſt Power, whom 
he uſed to ſeveral Purpoſes : Narciſſus was 
his Secretary, and Pallas his Orator, who made 
his Speeches, and he requited their Services by 
a. Decree of the Senate, not only with infinite 
Treaſure, but with Places of the greateſt Com- 

mand and higheſt . 


(Ne inquiring one Day wha was ** * 
ſon his Treaſury was ſo much exhauſted; re- 
ceived by Way of Anſwer, That it would ſoon 
be full enough if the immenſe” Sums which 
had been taken out of it by Narciſſus and Pal. 
las wete put into it. Claudius was ſo ena- 
mouted with theſe Men and their Wives, that 


be 
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he became rather their Servant than their So- 


vereign-: At their Diſpoſal were all Honours, 


Preferments, Poſts in the Army, Pardons and 


Puniſhments: Unto Narciſſus Claudius denied 


nothing; nay, ſpared not to kill his Wife, be- 
ing commanded by him ſo to do: He was the 
moſt powerful Man of that Age, and of the 


Age paſt: He had the Government over Princes 
\and Cities, and in Riches exceeded the weal- 


thieſt among the Common- wealth. Notwith- 


ſtanding all his Power, Authority, and im- 
menſe Treaſure, yet ſoon after the Death of 
Claudius he ſuffered an ignominious Death by 


the Command of Agrippina, the Wife of Clau- 


dius and Mother of Nero. Thus we ſee that 


tho theſe wicked Miniſters, and ſuch Kind of 
Men, may live in Grace and Favour of the 
Princes by whom they were raiſed, yet they 


dann elcapc the Hands of their Succelfors. 


As for Pallas, who perſuaded and procured 
e inceſtuouſly to marry Agrippina, his 
Brother's. Daughter, and afterwards to be his 


Concubine, tho it was decreed by the Senate 


that he ſhould not be called to an Account for 


any Crimes or Miſdemeanors which he had 
committed before the Decree had pafs'd ;/:yet 
Nero obſetving with what Pride and Arro- 
gance he deported himſelf, excceding the Bounds 
of a Frec-Man, took ſuch 


that after he had diveſted him of all his Hon- 
. and the Places of Aurhority confert d up- 


—— 


tipathy to him, 


on 
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on him by Claudius, having indeed the Key of 


the Empire in his Power, he otder'd him to be 


put to Death. 


It is a moſt, odious and abominable Thing 


in Courtiers to recommend to their Princes 
the Beauty and comely Features of other Mens 


Wives and Siſters, thereby to ſet their Affecti- 
ons on. fire, and ſecure to themſelves their Fa- 


- vour : It is alſo odious and abominable, and in 


former Times has been frequently done by 
Court-Minions to obtain or retain the Favour 
of their Princes, to put in Execution any wick- 


ed Act, when they are commanded to de it. 


Thus Cardigal Woolſey approved the Divorce 
of King Henry the Eighth and Queen Catha- 
rine; he did it with theſe Views, to conſoli- 
date that Monarch's Favour, and to revenge the 
Wrong which he ſuppoſed had * done him 


by the Emperor. 


— 


When Nero * 4 Digade to bis once ef- 


tirely beloved Octavia, the Courticrs prefent- 


Iy, to avoid the Rage of their Wives, recom- 
mended to him Aclet, and in this Buſine(s 
Aunzus Serenus, an intimate Friend of Senecas, 


had a great Hand. Aces made Love to her, 


cloathed himſelf with the richeſt Apparel, and 


took upon himſelf the Extravagancics of the 


young Prince, and ſuch rich Preſents as the 


| Prince had made her privately, he vouch'd ro 
have been his openly. But Men who purſue 


E luce 
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ſuch Courſes, are for the moſt Part falſe and 


perfidious, for when they have once tranſgreſſed 


the Bounds of Modeſty, their AﬀeCtions are in- 


flamed, and they are never ſatisfied. Seneca, 
in other Things one of the wiſeſt of Men, 


Was Blame-worthy in this; namely, that he, 


with Byrrhus, in an Oration perſuaded Nero 
to put his Mother ro Death, becauſe they ſup- 
poſed if ſhe lived he could not: And tho' he 
afterward made an Oration to extenuate his 


| Offence, yet it lune aggravated than extenu- 
ated it. 


The Reward and deſerved Wages of this kind 
of Men are generally Shame and Deſtruction, 
and ſo it happened to thole ; for as Princes 
would not have themſelves circutbyented; by 
others, ſo when they have once effected their 
Deſigns, they hate and puniſh the Executioners, 
having lnſtruments ready to execute their Com- 
mands, 


Princes always behold the Perpetrators of 
Villainy with threatning Looks. It was a com- 
mon Saying of Antigonus that he loved the 
Traitor till he had done his Work, bur then 
he hated him. Princes will not chdure to 
look upon ſuch Villains but with Eyes that 
ſcem to dart forth Deſtruction. 0 


Thus Nero beheld Arricetus, who flew his 


Mother, as Tacitus relates in his fourteenth 


Book 
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Book of his Annals. So Achilles was looked 
upon by Cæſar Herotodus, when he preſcated 
him with the Head of Pompey. In the (ſeventh 
Book of the Jcits of Alexander, it is related 
by Quintus Curtius, that it was one of the laſt 
Requeſts, which Darius made to Alexander, 
not to forget to puniſh the Villain that betray'd 


1 him, but make him an Example to future Ages; 


yet not ſo muſt for the Injury done to him, as 
for the Safety of Princes, and the Terror of 
ſuch as ſhould dare to lift up their Hands againſt 
their Sovereigns. Alexander, as the ſame Au- 


thor obſerves, was not unmindful of his Advice; 


for after he had delivered him into the Hands 
of Oraxes, the Brother of Darius, to the End 
that he might cut off his Ears, his Noſe, 
and torture him, he cauſed him to be put to 
Death, and rewarded the Soldiers, who brought 


him to him. 


The ſame POETRY beheld, with Eyes that 
threatened Death, Parmenio, whom he had em- 


ployed to take away the Life of Attalus; far 


which Hermolaus was not afraid to upbraid 


him, as Curtius obſeryes, ſaying, you uſe miſe- 


rable Men to be your Inſtruments, and preſent- 
ly after you uſe others to take away the Lives 
of thoſe Inſtruments. Tk 


He that has no Hopes of Life, will not be 
afraid to ſpeak his Mind freely; and this was 
the Caſe of en, who being reſolved to 

2 die, 


[12] 

die, ſpoke with moſt wonderful Intrepidity to 
Alexander, inſomuch that his Father, who was 
advanced in Years was aſhamed to hear him, 
called him Traytor, and would have ſtopp'd his 
Mouth: But Alexander, deſirous of hearing the 
worſt that he could ſpeak, ſaid, let him proceed, 
Perſepolis, 1 will hear him. Upon this Her- 
molaus ſpoke thus; Small is the Number of the 

Macedonians, that have eſcaped your Cruelty : 
 Attalus, Philotas, Parmenio, Linceſtes, and 
f Clitus, they are now dead; they were the Men, 
when Occaſionoffered, who expoſed themſelves 
to Dangers, that you might ride in Triumph be- 
fore your Enemies; and how well have you re- 
| warded them? With the Blood of ſome of them 
= have ſprinkled your Table; others you 
| would not ſuffer to dic a ſimple. Death : Thus 
50 Captains of your People you have tortured, 
a pleaſant Sight indeed to their Enemies the 
Perſi zans, to behold. Parmenio, by whom you 

| flew your Servant Attalus, was put to Death 
1 without Judgment; and thus you uſe the Hands 
| ofus poor Men, to kill one another: And ſuch 
5 as you employ even now to [torment others, 
1 you ſtrignt way command to be tormented by 
| pthers. 


When Htacler, Cleander, SON EY and He 
racleon, who by Alexander's Injunction had 
put Parmenio to Death, returned from the Pro- 
1} vince of which they bad the Goyernment, Ac- 
4 cuſers of all Conditions followed them ; the 

| Fricts 


dergo their deſerved Puniſhment. 


[13] 


Prieſts accuſed them of having made Spoil of 
every Thing, not abſtaining from the Temples, 


and ſacred Thin gs: The Virgins and Ladies of 
rhe Province 8 ed them of having laid vio- 


lent Hands upon them, and raviſhing them; 
eſpecially Cleander, Who after he had raviſhed 
a Virgin of a noble Family, gave her to his 


Slave to be his Concubine : Alexander com- 


manded that they ſhould ſuffer Death; and yet 
the Foulneſs of their enormous Offences 
rendered them not ſo odious in the Sight of che 


People, as their killing Parmenio. I 


It *IF a received Opinion, that they who at- 


tain to any Command by unjuſt Methods, 
will not ſcruple by illegal Means to ſupport their 


Magnificences; for no Man governed well who 
by Wiles and Artifices mounted the Ladder of 
Preferment: Sejanus, and ſome others before 


mentioned, are ſo many Demonſtrations of this 
Aſſertion. Hence it comes to pals, that by how 


much the longer ſuch Court - Favorites continue 
in their wicked Courſes, adding Tranſgreſſion 
to Tranſgreſſion, by ſo much the more they be- 
come hateful to all honeſt Men, and at laſt un- 
Such Men 
never take into Conſideration the Good of the 
Common - Wealth, but bend their Thoughts 


only to ſatisfy their Pride, Cruelty, and Co- 
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Ambition 


238 
himſelf, he will not endure a Superior or an M 
ST 


that if any other goes before him, he will not ö d 


tion, ſays, This is that Inconvenience which 


tisfied, tho he hath ee to the End of A 


is he that ſeeks not after any Thing, than the 


Seneca, lays, He is not poor that lives in a Cot- 
tage with Content, but that Man is poor, who 
* the whole World, and is not ſatisfied. 


Ambition is another Cauſe of the Downfal PF 
of evil Miniſters, it makes a Man a Stanger to 


Equal, he will be Ceſar, or Nobody; it puts a 


- + 
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Man upon the fooliſh Thought, to imagine it th 
to be a Diſparagement to goin the common D 
Road, and be honeſt, while he ſees another pe 
greater than himſelf, and ſo, dazzles his Eyes th 


believe it, but conludes that he ſtands in his 1. 
Way. ; 3 „ 


It is an Honour with this Property, that 
er ſhe has once taken her Abode, ſhe 


will never ſuffer a Man to be at Reſt, till he 
hath attained to the End of his Deſi ines, which 


he will never do. Seneca, ſpeaking of Ambi- 
attends it, that it never ſuffers a Man to be ſa- 


former Deſires. 


When Alexander coverſed with b 
in his Tub, he envied Felicity, ſaying, happier 


Man who deſires to have the World at his Will. 


If the Minds of ambitious "OY, were laid 


open, we ſhould ſee them rent in ſunder; for 


; ö 


WS. 0 


j as the Body i is tortured with Stripes, ſo the 


Mind is rack'd and tormented with ambitious 


A | Thoughts, If their Deſires were Water, and 
ö their Thoughts Wind, it would be ſafer by many 


Degrees to fail in the Ocean, than in their tem- 
peſtuous Stomachs: Some Times they arrive at 
the Cafe of Good Hope, but ſo inſatiable are 
their Deſires, that they are as far from their 
Journey's End, as they were : at their firſt ſet- 


ting out. 
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It is far more dangerous, Gays aer, "46 


ſurfeir with Ambition than with Vine; for he 


that is ſurfeited with the latter, may recover 
himſelf after he has ſlept, but ſeldom or ever 
does the former come to himſelf again. A6. 
bitious Men perſuade themſelves, when they 
are inveſted with Authority, that they can do 
what is impoſſible to be done by them, becauſe 
they are powerful; ſuch Men, as well as cove- 
teous Perſons, are aptly compared to ſuch as 
are afflicted with a Dropſey; the” more they 
drink, the more they delire. = 


This was manifeſted by Sejanus, who being 
raiſed from the Duff of the Earth, and af 
terwards basking in the Sun ſbine of a Court, 
was raiſed to the higheſt Degrees of Honour, 
Power, and Authority by Trberzus ; yer he 
could not be contented, bur ſtudied how to 


make himſelf equal with Cæſar, nay, ſo aſ- 


N was his Mind, that he endeavour'd to 
dethrone 


[16]. 


dethrone his Royal Maſter, and uſurp the imperial 


Dignity and Authority. 
if ſuch Sort of Men W but look down 0. 
Fa the Pennacle of their Greatneſs, and be- O 
hold from what mean Parentage. they have deſ= hi 
cended, it would certainly curb their Vanity, 0 
and ſet ſome Bounds to their. aſpiring Wiſhes; 4 7 
but they will not allow themſelves Time for to 
Reflection; but their Eyes and Minds ever ff hi 
ſoar aloft, 280 they imagine that they can ef- Pp. 
fect any Thing, tho attended with the .great- h 
eſt Danger and Difficulty, if they have had W 
good Succeſs in their former Undertakings. = V 
| Wherefore it has been obſerved by an ancient I. 
1 Greek Author; That if Nature had given Wings C 
. to ſuch Men, they would have aſcended above * 
the Heavens; and the ſame Author introducing te 
i Eteocles in his Tragedy of Euripides, puts theſe 11 
ii Words into his Mouth: If I had Ability, 1 E 
1 would try the Paths of the Sun, and deſcend a 
ii into- the Center of the Earth, that 1 mig. rule K 
| as the Gods do their. | f. 
1 1 
I Ntuares de Luna taſted both Kinds of For- l 
| tune, tho'he was once brought upon his Knees, a 
"ff he aſcended on high again, and then became ſo r 
18 Imperious, that he behaved more like a King 1 
i than a Subject. He was born in the Kingdom : 
| of Arragon in Spain, his Father was a Noble- g 
# man, but he a Baſtard by Birth; however he 

1 


e himſelf with * King of Caſtile, 
| and 
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and attained to ſuch a Height of Power, that 


no Man equalled him. He took Arms againſt 
Fohn King of Navarre, and uſed -all Manner 


bf Devices to ſupport Henry, Knight of the 


Order of St. James; but the Queen oppoſed 
him, and by the Aſſiſtance of the ſecond King 
of Navarre, and aforeſaid Henry, they ſurpriz'd 
John King of Caſtile, and compelled Alvarez 
to ſollicit for Life upon his Knees, and forced 
him to live upon what he had purchaſed. Hap- 
py had he been if he could have contented 
himſelf with his preſent Condition; but he, 
who had taſted the Sweetneſs of Supreme Po- 
wer, could not find Contentment in a private 
Life. He begins a ſecond Time to thiak and 
contrive how to attain his former Grandeur, of 
which he had been deprived : He found Means 


to ſet the King at Liberty, re-inſtates- himſelf 


in the Kingdom, ſets at the Helm, keeps his 
Enemies in Subjection, and incenſes the King 
againſt them. He had ſuch a Sway over the 
King, that when he brought any Paper or In- 
ſtrument to be ſign'd by his Royal Maſter, he 
never read the Contents to him, or informed 
him what they were: And when King John 
asked him one Time what the Inſtrument con- 
rained, which he was about to ſign, he an- 


ſwered with the moſt conſummate Audaciouſ- 


neſs, that he need not trouble himſelf with ſuch 
an Enquiry, it was ſufficient that he knew the 
Contents, and therefore he ought to ſign it. 
But the Proſperity of this power engroſſing 

e D 5 Miniſter 
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Miniſter did not laſt long after this piece of Im- 
pudence, for his untimely End ſoon followed. 
One of the Nobles having delivered a Meſſage 
to him by the King's ſpecial Command, w hich 
was not pleaſing to Alvarez, he cauſed him 
to be thrown out of the Window; at this the 
King was ſo incenſed, that awaking.from his 
Lethargy, he hated him as much as he loved 
him betore, and cauſing him to be appre- 
hended ; he was judiciouſly condemned, and 
ſentenced to be put to Death. He died like a 


had done for his King and his Country, and 


cheatfully ſubmitted to the Sentence of the 
Law. 


8 who may be ſaid in the ſtricteſt Senſe 
to have been an imperious Miniſter, and who 

carried ſo great a Port with him, had his Head 
| adorned with Bays and Cammomile ; but on a 
ſudden that very Head, which had been ſo vc- 


a Baſon to waſh in. Of the Fall of Seja- 
uus, and ſuch. as he was, Juvenal in his tenth 
Satire ſays, That Greatneſs makes many Men 


them down headlong from the ſtupendious Pre- 
cipice, cauſes their Statues to be demoliſhed, and 
brings them to untimely Death, either by the 


Ax, the Gallows, or by having their Limbs 
broken upon the Wheel. 


_ Yain-glorious Man, relating the good Service he | 


„C 6 Sd 


ry ere, was taken om: his Shoulders, and his 
Scull uſed for a Pitcher to bring Water, and 


ſubject to the Storm of Envy and Malice, caſts 


8 Coveruouſueſs 


(9). 


1 is mother Cauſe of the Dowii 
fall of all-graſping Minifters. William Long- 
ſhampe, Biſhop of Ely, whom we had occali- 
on to mention before on another Occaſion, was 
a moſt glaring Inſtance of Covetuouſneſs: Rich. 
ard the firſt of England, repoſed ſo much Truſt 


on 4% 
* 


in him, that he made him Chancellor of the 


EKingdom, and Keeper of the Privy Seal, and 
Lieu 2 * of the Tower of London: At the 
| fame\ Time he prevailed with the Pope to make 
him Legat 4 Latere of England, France, 
and Ireland; and before he embarqued to carry 
on a War with the Saracens in the Holy Land, 
he left the Government of the Kingdom whol- 
ly to him, and gave this Charge to his Subjects, 
That as they loved him and their Country, as 
they deſired to live in Peace and Proſperity, 

and enjoy their Eſtates and Poſſeſſions in Safe- 
ty, they would ſhew themſelves obedient to his 
truſty and well-beloved Chancellor in all Things 
that he ſhould direct them, as did concern him, 
as if that he were perſonally preſent. Upon 
the King's Departure this Biſhop became' the 
greateſt Man in all the Weſtern Parts of Eu- 
rope; being in the King's Abſence the Mctropo- 
liran of all England. He executed the Digui- 
ties, Which he purchaſed at dear Rates, and 
exceſſive Uſury: For it is a common Saying 
with thoſe who have Dealings in the Og 

That they evho buy dear, muſt ſell dear. 

holds in ſpiritual as it does in temporal 285 
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ferments, for he that empties his Bags in pur- 

chaſing Dignities will fill them up with ſelf Be- 
| nefices and ſecular Employments, and by tax- 
| ing their under Officers. Ariſtotle ſeems. to 
l  vindicate the Trade; conſentaneum eft, ſays he, 
{4 ut ij qui emunt Magiſtratus, queſtus babera aſ- 
ſucant remp, cum ad eos . aſcen- \ 
a deunt. 


* 


It is -with good Reaſon that they wha buy 
Authority, ſhould make ſome Profit of it: But 
let ſuch Men take Care, notwirhſtanding the 
Conſentaneum of Ariſtole, that they do not 
meet with the Fupplicium, the Puniſhment of 
this Biſhop of Ech. 
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Exceſſive 1 was the Cracks and Oppreſſion. of 
this Prelate, who ſet aſide all Reſpect of Ho- 
neſty, his Thoughts were wholly employed in 
contriving how to reimburſe himſelf what he 
had expended in purchaſing Places; to accom- 
pliſh which, he turned Uſurer, and executed 
the Office of Legat 4 Latere, which coft him 
a thouſand Pounds, with ſo much Cruelty, that 
he became a Burthen and an Eye-ſorc to all the 
Clcrgy of England. He ſeldom rode abroad 
with a leſs Number than fifteen hundred Prieſts, 

_ Deans, Cc. and a Band of Soldiers to attend 
him, as if he had been a King, and not a Bi- 
'M ſhop ; at Home he was attended by the Sons of 
| the Nobility, whom he married to his Kindted, 
* and 
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and happy did they think themſelves, who could 
obs 3 in This — | 


There was no Land to be ſold, which 10 did 
not purchaſe ; no Church or Dignity which he 
did not expoſe to Sale, or beſtow upon him- 
ſelf or his Friends. He engrofſed to himſelf 
by one Means or other the keeping of all Caſtles 
and Towns, and ſo great was his Power, that 
he did what he would, nor. did any Man dare. 
1 contradict . or open his Mouth againſt | 

im. | : 


But at Jaſt, the Earl of Mortaigne, who was 
the King's Brother, ſummon'd the Peers to con- 
ſult of the State of the Realm; when they 
were aſſembled, the Earl ſent for the Biſhop of 
Ely, and aſſur'd him of Safe- Conduct to and 
from the Aſſembly ; but he ſuſpecting ſome De- 
ſign againſt him, inſtead of going, fled for Re- 
fuge tothe Tower of London : Upon this Intel- 
ligence, the Lords came to a Reſolution, That 
he, by whom the Church and People had re- 
ccived ſo much Detriment, ſhould no longer 
govern the Kingdom: 


This Chancellor and his Adherents had drain d 
the Treaſury dry; there was ſcarce any Man 
wore a Girdle that had any Silver on it; not a 
Nobleman a Ring; any Woman a Chain; or 
a Jew Money: Nothing but empty Cheſtsand 


Keys were found in | the Exchequer. 
The 
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a? 
+ The State of the Kingdom ſtanding thus, it 
was reſolved that the Biſhop ſhould take an 


Oath to relinquiſh all the Power he had, not 
to bear longer Sway in the Government of the 


Common-wealth, and that he ſhould yield up 
all the Caſtles that were committed to his 


gave Sureties to perform each and every 
of theſe Articles, and quitted his Office of Le- 


half to the great Prejudice of the Church of 


England, and the See of Rome: At laſt he 


diſrobed himſelf of his Epiſcopal Habit, and 
cloathing himſelf in Woman's Apparel, he de- 
termined to croſs over to France, but his Dal- 
Hance with a Wench at Dover having been 


diſcovered by a Marriner, he was hiſſed at, 


bearen, and afterward dragg'd thro' the Streets 
to Priſon ; when he was releaſed from thence, 


he moſt ignominiouſly ſtole away to Norman- 
dy, where he died miſerably : This was the 


End--of the all graſping Court-Leech. 


204 might quote other Examples, which for 
Brevity ſake I omit ; but I muſt obſerve, that 


ſuch Men as are endued with the Principles of 


this moſt abominable Biſhop, do what they will, 
and being ſo very powerful, nothing is denied 
them: Moſt Men firive to obtain their Favour 
by Preſents, Flattery, or by both; and every 
one obeys them. Their Atrendants are Luxury, 


—_ * and Prodigality, which daily add 


Spurs 


Charge, eſpecially the Tower of London. He 
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Spurs to their greedy Deſires, for they muſt be 
nouriſhed, and a little will not do it. But if 
they were not poſſeſſed with theſe diabolical 
Vices, yet their Minds are inſatiable; for Co- 
vetuouſneſs is of ſuch a Nature that it is never 
at Eaſe full or faſting, and. therefore is juſtly 
ſaid to be the Mother of all Evil: It ſubvercs 
Honeſty, and all fair Dealing between Man and 
Man; tis the Thing that occalions Pride, 
Cruelty, and the Sale and , Ship-wreck of a 
good Conſcience ; and, as Saluſt affirms, It is 
4 Beaſt inſufferable * all well governed Com- 
man- uucali hs. 13 2 


Naturaliſts diſtinguiſh the, e ts of the Field, 


by Beaſts of Prey, and Beaſts that are mild and 


gentle: If Beaſts of Prey they are of a rave- 
nous Nature, they live upon the Spoil of harm» 


leſs Creatures, and are unprofitable in Life ; 


as Wolves, Tigers, Lions, Foxes, &c. if they 
are mild and gentle Beaſts, then they are of a 
ſociable Nature, living upon ſuch Things as the 


Earth produces, and are profitable both in Life 


and Death; as Sheep, Deer, Conies, c. The 
covetqus Man is à Beaſt of Prey, a ravenous 
Beaſt, who whilſt he lives makes Havock of 
thoſe. who have any Tranſactions vith him by 
his Cut. throat Dealingh I 0 


Rablais N a Tale 5 a Mare, which 
Phaio King, of Numidia ſent our of Africa, 
who coming into a Wood near Orleans, cons 
| raining 


[24] 


raining in Length 35 Miles, and in Breadth 37, 
in a Moment hewed it down with her Tail, as 
a Mower would an handful of Graſs with a 
Sythe. I cannot compare our Beaſt more apt- 
ly to any Thing than this Mare, who by an 
Art which he has is able to throw down Towns 
and Steeples, and like another Circe, turn the 


Inhabirants into Stones. Seneca makes an En- 


quiry, Why Nature gave ſuch a Beaſt fo little 
a Body, and ſo great a Belly : The Bull, fays 
he, is ſatisfied with a few Fields of Pafture, one 


Wood will ſuffice many Elephants, but Sea 


and Land arc not ſufficient for the covetuous 
Beaſt : Has Nature given him ſuch an inſatiable 
Body, and made. his Body ſo ſmall ? Is it that 
he ſhould ſurpaſs the moſt voracious Creatures ? 
No, certainly. -——To whom will he be Good 
if he be not Good to himſelf? This Queſtion 


is eaſily anſwered; he will be a good Prey for 


his Prince, a good: Mark for a Thicf to ſhoot 
at, and the beſt Companion to have his Habi- 
tation with * e | ; 


Covetuouſurſs takes away the good Name 
and Reputation of a Man, makes Religion a 
Stalking-Horſe to accompliſh its Deſigns, and 
is of ſuch Efhcacy that no Power, Bulwork, 
or Army is able to withſtand it: It prevails wich 
the Virgin to ſubmit her Thoughts to unchaſte 
Deſires ; it prevails with the Father to with- 


draw his Affection from his Children, and with 
the Children to * their Duty to their Fa- 


* 
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E 
ther: It is a great Fault in a Man that is mean, 
but is more dangerous in one that is powerful 
and mighty: Cicero ſays, there is no Vice ſo 
hateful in a Man who is entruſted to manage 
the Affairs of State, as Covetuouſneſs; for to 
make Sale of the Common- wealth, is not only 
diſhonourable, but an unjuſt and moſt ' wicked 
Action. i 


Hence it is, that ſuch Men are odious in the 
Sight of Prince and People; who, tho' they may 
Tyrannize and Opprets their Fellow- Subjects, 
and by Reaſon of thcir Power, Men are afraid 
ro ſpeak againſt them; yet Juſtice, who always 
e lpouſes the Caule of the Poor, the Injured, and 
the Oppreſſed, and puniſhes Evil-doers, will diſ- 
cover their Devices, and bring them to Shame 
and Diſhonour. There Riches ſhall be made 
Snates to entrap them, and like Spunges when 
ſqueez'd, they ſhall ſend forth what they ſo gree- 
dily ſuck'd up. e ee 16 860 


Pride whether the Daughter of Covetuouſ- 
neſs or Ambition, is the Nurſe-child of the De- 
vil; it is the Concomitant of immoderate Proſ- 
perity, with which Courtiers have been infected, 
eſpecially thoſe who are moſt Eminent, and by 
the Help of it; Men have attained to the greateſt 
Honours. What has been remarkable of the Bi- 
ſhop of Ely before, corroborates what is here 
incerted. ba I Þ 


[ 26 ] 


lt is recorded in Hiſtory, that Pallas, the 
Freed man of Nero, That he never expreſſed his 
Mind at Home to his Servants but cither by a 
Nod or his Hand, except that ſome Times — 
would make uſe of his Pen, but never uſed his 
Tongue: This was imputed to him as exceſſive 
Pride, and probably it was Pride in him to be- 
have himſelf in ſuch a Manner; and this agrees 
with the Sentiments of Tacitus: But others are 
of a contrary Opinion, and ſay, that nothing 
is more commendable iu a Man, if he has but 
a (mall Share of Learning than Taciturnity; 
for Loquaciouſneſs, would expoſe his natural 
Defects, and render * a publick Laughing- 
Stock. 
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This Coſmo de Medicis knew very well, who 
being asked by a wealthy Tradeſman how he 
ſhould carry himſelf in the | Poſt he had at- 
tained, ſaid, Put your ſelf in the Habit of a Se- 
nator, and ſpeak little. This the Romans were 
very well ſatisfied in, when they requeſted the 
Grectans to ſend them a Tranſcript of their 
Laws; Which they taking into Conſideration, re- 
ſolved, aftcr a long Debate, to grant their Re- 
queſt, and to ſend one of their wiſeſt Men 
with it, but with this Reſtrition, that if they 

e an ignorant People, not to "ave it, bat 
to bring it back, ; 
The Romans receiving Notice of the Greei- 
ans Reſolution, and not having one Man among 
, them 
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them who was able to compare in Learning 
with the wiſe Man of Greece, attired a Fool in 
the Habit of a Senator to encounter him, charg- 
ing. him that he ſhould look Grave, and not 
ſpeak one Word; for they thought it no Dil- 


honour to their Ro. to have one of the wiſeſt 


Men of Greece to Gravel and put to a Nonplus 
the greateſt Fool in Nome: Whereas, if they 
ſhould employ one of their wiſe Men, and he 
ſhould be foiled, it would be a- great Reproach 


to them. 


The wiſe Greek having arrived at Rome, the 
Fool in the Senator's Habit, with a low Con- 
gee ſalutes him: The wiſe Man thereupon held 
up one of his Fingers, intimating that he was 
ſeat by God the Father: This was miſconſtrued 
by the Fool, who conceived that he“ intended 


- | to put out one of his Eyes with his Finger, and 


thereupon he held up three of his Fingers, ſig- 
nifying to him, that if he endeayoured to put out 
one of his Eyes with his Finger, he with his 


two Fingers would put out both the Gretian's 


Eyes and with the third ſcratch his Face : Bur 
the Grecian interpreted the Fool's Meaning to 
be, that he was ſent by the Trinity; he then 
opened his Hand, as a Sign that God being the 
Fountain of all Goodneſs had ſent him with 
the Laws unto the Romans, which the Fool tak- 
ing to be a Deſign to give him a Blow on the 
Ear, ſhut his Hand, intending with his Fiſt to 
to rena his Kindneſs, by giving him bloody 

B 3 Nole; 
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Noſe; but the Grecian believed his Meaning to 
be that God was able to hold the Univerſe in 
his Hand, and eſteeming the Romans by the 
Geſtures of the Fool to be a wiſe Nation, he 
left the Tranſcript with them. Behold, ſays our 
Author, how a wiſe Man of Greece was deceiv- 
ed by a Fool of Rome, who' ſpoke not one 


Word. 


Silence was always eſteemed by the Ancients 
to be a Praiſe-worthy Virtue, and therefore they 
often cxpreſſcd themſelves in filent and dumb 
Shows. Sartorius having a Fancy to diſanimate 
the Por!ugueſe from fighting the Romans, whilſt 
their Army was united, cauſed to be delivered 
to a weak Man a ſtrong War Horſe, and to a 
luſty young Man a poor weak Jade, command- 
ing them to pull off their Tails. The young 
Man made ſeveral Attempts, and often pultd 
down the Jade, yet could not pull off his Tail; 
the old Man uſed another Method, he did not 
attempt to pull off the Tail at once, but by 
little and little, Hair by Hair, and by this Means 
- accompliſhed his End; by this Sartorius intima- 
ted to them that it would be but loſt Labour to 
attack the Romans, whilſt their Army: was 


drawn together, but if they could * then 
they might overcome it. 


Sanlonns, King of hi Sotho, perceiving ij 
Death was near at Hand: called for his Quiver i 


of Arrows, and in the Preſence of his Sons, 
who 
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who were cighty in Number, made a Signal 
to his Servant whether he cauld break them in 
the Quiver ; the, Servant endeavauree ſeveral 
Times, but in vain, he then made. angthbes Sig: 
nal to take them out one by one, and then he 
broke them without Difficulty: Sox/anys there- 
by ſignified to his Sons, that fa long as they were 
united and lived in Peace ane with another, ne 
Power was able to hurt them; but if Diſcozd 
ſhould at any Time ariſe among them, they 
would all by Degrees be overcome by their 
Enemies. JET e 

In like Manner Tarquin diſcovered his Mind 
to his Son Sextus, who pretending to fly from 
his. Father to. the Enemy of the Ramaus, Was 


in a ſhort Time their General. Having attain- 


ed to this Authority, he ſent a Meffenger pri- 
vately to his Father for Directions concerning 
his future Behaviour, who nor willing to difco- 


ver his Mind by Words to the Meſſenger, took 


him afide into his Garden, and with his walk- 
ing Stick ſtruck off the Heads of the talleſt Pop- 
pies. Sextus concluded from thence, that Tar- 
quin would have him put to Death the Leaders 


| and Chief- men among the Enemies of the Ra- 


mans, which he did effectually. Thus did the 
Ancients often Times by Signs and Mutes e 
preſs themſelves; and truly the Overflowing off 
the Tongue does frequently bring Shame and 
Diſhonour to a Man, but ſeldom does the oe 
tac 
wile 


[30] 
wiſe Man in the Shop of Apellet was pictur'd 
with his Finger on his Mouth, and with wide 


Ears, to ſhew that a Man ſhould hear much 
and ſay little. | a 


: Though too much cannot be ſaid in Praiſe 
of Silence, yet it may ſerve as a Cloak to co- 


ver Pride ; however he that is Proud, gene- 


rally uſes it as if he diſdained to converſe with 
thoſe who are in his Company ; and it is more 
than probable that Pallas might have been one 
of theſe. The Pride of Sejanus was ſo conſpi- 
cuous that every Body took Notice of it, and 
I might produce many Examples, if I were not 
apprehenſive of ſwelling this Treatiſe to an 
immoderate Bulk. Marcus Terentius, a Roman 
Knight, uſed to ſay, and told all his Freed-Men 
and Door-Keepers, that to Nod was the Badge 
of a Magnifico, or a Nobleman ; and truly this 
kind of Pride has never-been out of Faſhion ; 


nay, it is grown ſo very Epidemical, that it is 
uſed by Perſons of the meaneſt Rank and Con- 


dition. Seneca ſays, that it is the Property of 
a ſupercilious, proud Man, to inſiſt much upon 
the Entrance into his Houſe, and imagines that 
he highly honours the Perſon whom he ſuffers 
to go into it before him; and it is obſervable 
that they who ftand upon Punctilio's of Hon- 
our in this Kind, will be ſingular, look big, 
and ſeldom ſalute, ſpeak, walk, or eat, with 
any but their Superiors. The Pride of ſuch 
Men is like the Perſon whom the ſame, Seneca 


mentions, 
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XZ mentions, who would make the Antartick Pole 
kiſs his Toe, and „ do * to his 


Tail. 


4 


Lewis the Eleventh had often this Expreſſion ö 


in his Mouth, Mhere Pride goes before, Shame 
follows at the Heels: It is remarkable that a 


proud Man always bears an Antipathy to Per- 


ſons in the ſame Condition with them, which 


cauſes them to be neglected and deſpiſed by 


thoſe who have any predominant Power aver 


them; eſpecially when they ſtand, in Competi- 
tion for any Honour or Preferment : For they 
are unſociable, and value not the Love of any, 
unleſs it be to compaſs their own Deſigns; ſo 
on the other Side, no Man ever cares for them, 


and in Times of Adverſity, which are the 
Touch - ſtones of true Friendſhip, they find the 


Fruits of their Folly and Arrogance : And it 
has been experienced, that when Men of this 
Complexion are promoted, and put in Places of 
Command, they always abuſe the Power with 
which they are entruſted, either to gratify their 
Revenge, or enrich themſelves by oppreſling, 


and laying heavy Impoſts on thoſe: who ate 
under them. | 


| Cruclty is another Cauſe which vindifline 
Miniſters uſe to keep their Inferiors in Sub- 
jection, that they ſhould not dare to do any 
Thing that tends to the Diminution of their 


Greatneſs; their Hatred 18 like Hamans, ma- 


king 


321 


1 kink 4 Mountain of 4 Molthill, ſmall Offences 
1 to be Capital, and puniſhing them with Proſe- 
cutions, Fines, and Impriſonment, to the utter | 
Ruin and Deſtruction of them and their Families: 
For theſe Men having guilty Conſciences, never 
entettain the Thoughts of Virtue, and Honeſty, | 
but ſeek by Severities and Penalties to keep 
Men in Awe ; hay; they puniſh Words againſt 
themſelves in 4 high Degree. Pallas, of whom #| 
I have ſpoke before, took the Advantage of | 
Words, and proſecuted the Speaker with the 
_utanplt Severity; and indeed it is a Badge of 
Cruelty, if the Words were ſpoken in Heat 
and Choler z for though to give the Lye makes 

a deeper Impfeſſion iti a noble Mind than any 
Wound, yet if the Perſon ſhall acknowledge 


9 the Offence, and that he is ſorry for it, this 


9 


in Point of Hofiout is a ſufficient Satisfaction. 
But there ought to be a great Difference made 
berween Words haſtily ſpoken, and Words 
ſpoken ont of Rancour and Malice upon ſome 
Injuries conceived to have been done; as if it 
ſhould happen, that two Merchants have traded 
together, and ſome Differences have ſprung up 
between them, the one. ſhall maliciouſly give 
out that he will be a Bankrup i in ſuch a Time, 
and general Notice is taken of it; in ſuch a 
Caſe no private Acknowledgement can be a 
Satisfaction for ſuch a publick Wrong: Or if 
a Petſon flanders another, taking away his good 

K Name, and maiming him in Reputation and | 
1 ee by publiſhing that he is a Sower of | 
a - Sedition, | 


r hi 
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ment: Neverthelel 


Perſons, ig. à King and a 


[33], 


** of Dirie a a Dis- 


Sedition, a 
turber of bo Peace of the Common- ecalth, 
ſuch publick Scan; als deſcrve publick Puniſh- 


„if the Party aggrieved. does 


not receive any Damage, it would be a humane 
and chriſtian Act of him to be contented with 


a private or publick Acknowledgement, rather 
than cauſe the Ruin of the Perſon by whom 
he was ſlandered. A Prince by forgiving haſiy 
Words (an Example worthy. our Imitation) pur- 


cChaſes to himſelf Fame and Renown; but up- 


ſtart Courtiers and Miniſters of State, unless 
they take Revenge of their Enemies, are poß- 
ſeſſed with,a Conccit that the People conceive 
they are not in ſuch great Fayour - and en 
Wick zneir Prince as they formerly Were. 


+ I fall. conclude. this Head with the yr Lat 
ing hiſtotical Tragedy à Tragedy which con, 
tains no leſs than the Murder of two Royal 
Queen, I ſhall. de- 
duce it from Lewis  the;Eleyenth, called the 
powerful King of Hungery. , But firſt it will be 
worth our while to enquite wherein his Power 
did conſiſt: Was it Jn,.the Extent of his Domis 
nions ? No, Was it in the Multitude of his 
Subjects, or the Abundance of his Treaſure? — 
neither 3 for his Predeceſflors equalled, 7—.— 

exceeded him in both; but it was an e ge 
and hearty Affection of his Subjetts3 3 Cicero Ss 
it an inaccelſible Caſtle, a; Bulzark that cannot 
be talen : other Things mas be obtained aa 


Fred: or Art, * this: cay not. No Prince 
F ever 


[34] 


ever loved hae Subjects better than this King, 
and no Subjects ever had a greater Veneration 
and Affection for their Monarch, which they 
expreſſed by their inconceivable Sorrow during 


his Sickneſs, at the Time of his Death, and 
even after it. 


Eee ber, who wrote the Hiſtory OY 'rhis 
Pike ſays, that when the People heard of his 
Sickneſs, they began to fear and tremble as if 

they had been in Danger of Death: Publick 
Prayers were made for his Recovery, and the 
People in every Town and Village went to 
Church to implore Heaven not ta take him 
from them; old and young mourned in Sack- 
cloth for him. When they heard the diſmal 
Nes of his Death, there was an univerſal La- 
mentation among them; the Mothers with their 
Children came out of every Place and bewail'd 
his Death with piteous Shrieks and Cries,” as if 
they had loft the deareſt Friend they had in the 
World. Some faid they had loſt the moſt in- 
dulgent Father, others the'moſt tender and ſweet- 
temper'd Prince; ſome the beſt Maſter, others 
the beſt Governor: There was no Prelate or 
Peer to be ſeen with dry Eyes; and it was com- 
manded by a publick Decree that every Body 
ſhould wear Mourning for the Space of three 
der N ay Ns and Paſtimes ae en 
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This 60+? Prince left behind Gans one Child 
only, a Daughter, who was "baptized by the 
Name of Maria, and rd his laſt Will and Teſ- 
TY tament 


0 350 


tament he, with the Conſent of his Council, 


bequeathed her unto Szgiſmond, Marquiſs of 


Bradenburg, the Son of the Emperor Charles 
the Fourth, but being at that Time very young, 
Lewis ede that ſhe ſhould not marry. until 


ſhe came of full Age, but afterward ſhould: ad- 


mit J:giſimond her Companion in Sovereignty 
and Conjugal Society ; but in the mean Time 


ſhe ſhould be ſole Commander, and crowned 
with the Title of King. During her Minority 


Queen Elizabeth, her Mother, had a Hand over 


her, and they relied ſo much on one Nicholas 
Gara, whom Lewis had formerly advanced to 
be Count Palatine, a Perſon nobly deſcended, 


and exceeding rich, that they followed his Ad- 
vice in every Thing: What he ſaid was a Law, 
and they would do nothing without him. Ha- 


ving attained to ſuch Grace and Favour, and 
being inveſted with the greateſt Power, he ad- 
viſed the young Queen not to ſuffer the Peers 
to grow too great, for thereby ſhe would di- 
miniſh her own Sovereignty, and give them. 


Encouragement to attempt new Deſigns, but 
to keep them in Subjection that they may have 
no Power to hurt her; to take from them who 
were grown popular and potent all Offices of 
Command and Authority, and to beſtow them 


on ſuch as were Men of known Integrity. In 


ſhort, he had got into ſuch great Favour witk 


the Queen, that nothing was put in Execution 


but what he adviſed: At this the Peers were 
highly incenſed, and conceived implacable 
* not only inn Cara, but againſt the 
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Queen, and conſulted together how they might 
deprive him of all Authority and Government 

in the Common-wealth, for they were much 
troubled that ſhe ſhould be byaſs'd by one Man, 
and to pleaſe him, neglect ahd oppreſs all the 
reſt of the Nobility 3 ; whereupon they ſent for 
Carolus Parvus out of Apulea, and the Perſon 
employed in the Embaſſy was Zagabrienſis, a 
Biſhop, who ſaluted the King with an eloquent 
Oration to this Effect, vig. The ſacred Me- 


<« morty of your moſt noble Progenitots, never 
. * to be forgotten, who Have ever governed our 


60 Kingdom with the greateſt Wiſdom, has in- 
c vited us to conic to you, hoping that in theſe 
« our Extremities your Majeſty will not for- 
& fake us. We are not ignorant, moſt noble 
"© Prince, that you are the next Heir to the 
«© Crown, and that the Gobyetnment of the 
Kingdom does by Right belong to you, where 
I am ſent by the moſt powerful Peers of the 
“ Kingdom to intreat you to take into Conſi- 
« deration our diſtreſſed State, and not prefer 
*« a new Authority before the ancient Right 
of the Crown of Hungary: How juſt our 
« Cauſe is, I ſhall briefly declare to yout Ma- 
* jeſty. After the Death of our noble King, 
& 'who deſerved well not only of us, but of all 
* the Chriſtian World, we elected for his ſake 
Maria, his only Daughter, to be our King, 
* and commanded that ſhe ſhould be tiled by 
* no other than the Title of King, and cauſed 
% her to be crowned with ſuch Applauſe that 
« there was not more Sorrow conceived at the 

* Death 
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at her Coronation. 
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Death of het Father then there was Joy at 
But it ſo happened that 


the Queen Mother aſſuming to her (elf the 


Government of the State, during the Mino- 


rity of the young Queen, took into her Coun- 
* ſel Count Gara, and what he ne is only 
mY in Execution, 


" The Counſel of as Reſt of the Nobility 
is wholly neglected, ſo that neither our King 
Maria, nor the Queen Mother, but the Count 
alone governs the Kingdom ; he advances his 


own Creatures, and depoſes whom he pleaſes, 
at which the Peers and People are ſo much 
offended, that ſetting aſide Law, Juſtice, and 
Honeſty, many Nobbeties are committed; 


many Towns burned, many Men's Cattle are 
driven away, civil Diſcord ariſes among the 


Peers, and many other enomous Outrages 


have and are committed among the People. 
For Reformation of theſe ſpteading Evils, I 
am ſent to your Majeſty to intreat you to come 
into Hungary, with as much Expedition as you 
can, and take into your Poſſeſſion tlie Kingdom, 
not delivered to you by us, but of Right be- 
longing to you, as your ancient Inheritance: 
This you cannot refuſe without incurring 
the moſt en Blurs * Sloth and Pu- 
* Killanitnity. 8 | 


Having delivered his Speech, Zagabrienſs de- 


Iivered to n King the Lettets of divers of the 


Nobility 
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Nobility of the Kingom of Hungary, whereby 


they aſſured him'of their Fidelity. The King 
having read them, returned his hearty Thanks 


for their good Will towards him; and as it was 


an Affair of the greateſt Importance, he took 
three Days Reſpite to return his Anſwer, and 
in the mean Time commanded that Zagabri- 
en/is, and the Lords in his Retinue ſhould be 
honourably entertained. Before three Days 
were expired he acquainted the Queen . with 
the Purport . of the Embaſſage, who there- 
upon, with flowing Tears, cried out, Oh 


my Charles; how art thou miſtaken in enter- 


ce taining this Embaſſage! How unhappily are 
4 


N 


theſe Embaſſadors come unto us! Vou do 
a not know, alas! You do not know how Hun- 
& gary has been the Store: houſe of all Manner of 
ce Wickedneſs! How there is nought but Fraud 
« and Diſſimulation to be found there! That 
* they never ſpeak as they think, and change 
« their Minds ten Times in an Hour! Where- 
« fore my dear and moſt beloved Husband, if 
cc you deſire the Safety of you and yours, let 
the Remembrance of King Lewzs, your noble 
66 Friend, and who deſerved ſo well of you 


, and your Father, never to depatt out of your 
„Memory: Call to mind, I pray you, how not 


c Jong before his Departute he ſent you into 
60 Traly with a Troop of Horſe, and how you 
<« enjoy by his Means the Kingdom of Apulea: 
t You have 9 if you can content your 
& ſelf in Italy: Here is your Kingdom, here! is 


K 


your Wife, here are your Children, here is 


. 


“ your 


and be revenged of you, for Heaven will 


1 


« your Hungary; fight for this, and defend this: 
« O, do not, do not go about to violate the 
„ Will of your noble Family, who bequeath'd 
« Hungary to his Daughter Maria, and her to 
% J:giſmond, the Son of Charles the Emperor, 
0 = Apulea unto you: Aſſure your ſelf, that 
“ if you offer the leaſt Detriment to this Inno- 
ce cent, whom his Father hath deſigned to ſet on 
„the Throne, Heaven will eſpouſe her Cauſe, 


“ never ſuffer any, Wrong done to the Inno- 
ee cent, eſpecially thoſe of the weaker” Sex, ſuch 
«.as Widows and Orphans, to go unpuniſhed.” 
Then upon her Knees ſhe beſeeched him, for 
the Sake of Heaven, for the Sake of his Chil- 
dren, and as he deſired to enjoy quietly what 
he poſſeſſed on Earth, not to take ſo great: a 
Burden on him. | 


— 


But e all bet Coat add Ea: | 
treaties, the Hope of a new Kingdom prevailed 
with.him ; and when the three Days were ex- 
pired, he ſent for Zagabrienſis, and ſignified to 
him that he was reſolved to purſue the Deſign; 
and if he had a proſperous Succeſs, he would 
not be unmindful of them who us 850 A er 
ful of him, [2 | iN ve <a n 43 


He fortified Apolzs with ſtrong Gartiſons, 
Preparations were made for the Voyage, and 
the King paſſed the Seas, landed in Hungarx, 


and was received with the greateſt Applauſe, 


eyery's one promiſing his utmoſt ang ry 
ettle 
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40 ] 
ſettle the Crown upon him. The Queen, Mo- 
ther to Maria, the young King, haying Intelli- 
gence of what had paſſed, S$zg:/mmond being at 
that Lime in Hungary to learn the Language 
of the Country, the Marriage between him and 


n Was Jolemnizcd on ſudden. 


Selen went into Bates, leaving Ma- 
ris. in /7wngary, and as ſoon as the News. was 
brought to Carolus he was ſomewhat gauntcd, 
Knowing how potent an Enemy he had brought 
upon him, ,- Shortly after the Queen: Mother, 
and King Maria, ſent a ſpecial Meſſenger to 
Carolus, to know the Reaſon of his coming in- 
to Hungary, and to ſigniſy to him that if he 
came as a Friend, he ſhould have the beſt En · 


kertainment Hungary could afford him. 


| Cihlus difſembling his Intention, ſent them 
Word that the Cauſe of his coming vas to ſet- 
tle Things in a right Courſe in the Kingdom, 


for he underſtogd that it was all in Confuſion, 


and therefore in Regatd to the Love he bore· to 
the Memory of the young King's dec eaſed Fa- 
ther, he thought it was his Duty to uſe his 
beſt Endeavours, te feconcile ſuch as were, at 


Variance, and rectify What was out of Order, 


This having been communicated to the Queen- 
Mather, and the young King, and being inform- 


ed that he was coming towards Buda in a Cha- 


riot richly adorned, they met him, and ſaluted 
him wm. his W Sir, we cannot ſuf; 
21 31 ficicntly 


PE! 


ficiently expreſs our Thankfulneſs to you, who 


have for our Sakes, and the Love you bear to 
our deceaſed, and the beſt of Fathers, left your 
Kingdom, your Wife and Children, and paſſed 


the Seas and Mountains to viſit us in theſe our 
Extremit ies: You ſhew your ſelf now to be a 
Branch of that Royal Stock of our deceaſed 
King Lewis, ſince you are not unmindful of 
thoſe good Offices, which he did for you and 
your Father; and tho' it does not lye in our 
Power, as we are weak Women, to requite 
theſe your great Favours, yet aſſure your ſelf 
that Heaven will make you an abundant Re- 
cotnpence, and we ſhall ever look upon our 
felyes to be bound unto ou. 


Carolus anſwered, that he would never for- 
get the noble Favours of King Lewis: But not- 
withſtanding his Proteſtations, he took upon 
him the Title of Protector of the young King, 
tho ſhe was married to Sigiſmond, and "under 
Colour of that poſſeſſes himſelf of the King's 
Houſe, and not long after uſurps the Title of 


King, and was crowned in the Preſence 


of the Queen-Mother and the young King. 


The poor Royal Ladies were diſpoſſeſſed of all 


Kind of Dignity and Authority, and living af- 
ter a Sort of private Life, had no body to whom 
they could reveal their Diſcontents, except the 
Count Palatine, who taking into Conſideration 
their deplorable Condition, studied how to re- 
eſtabliſh them in their former Dignity, Honour 
and Authortty; to effect this, he agrees with a 

Fellow, 


42 | 
Fellow, named Blaſius Forgath, to murder Ca. 
rolus, promiſing him a great Re ward, and with- 
al to be a perpetua] Friend to him: And the 
better to accompliſh his Deſign, he prevails 
with the Queen-Mother to requeſt the King to 
do her the Honour to come to her on a Day, 
which ſhe had fixed, and to pretend that he 
had received Letters from young King Sigi. 


maid, and ſhe would acquaint him with the 
Contents of them. | 


The dion Mother purſued the Directions of 
the Palatine; the King came at the Day ap- 
pointed, and ſitting between the Queen-Mother, 
and Maria the young King, Forgath e 
his Opportunity, with his Sabre cleft his Hea 
down to his Eyes, of which Wound this All- 
engroſſing Uſurper died inſtantly. Forgath eſ- 


caped for the preſent, but not long after he and 


the Palatine met with what they deſerved, for 
they were both butchered. | 


8 being dead, and all Things reſettled 
in Hungary, the Queen- -Mother, the young 
King, Gara, and Forgath, with divers of the 
Nobility taking their Pleaſure in a Progreſs to 
ſee the lower Parts of the Country, John, the 
the Governor of Croatia, and a Friend and Fa- 
yorite of Carolus, on St. Jamess Day provid: 
ed a Troop of Horſe, and ſent them under C 
Pretence to guard the Cavalcade; but. they vi 
olently aſſulted them, having no Regard: to Sey 
or Quality, llew. L and Gera, who, gal 
lantly 
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lantly defended themſelves and the Queen-Mo- 


ther, and King Maria; this was the End of a 
Murderer, and of a 'Power-engroſſing | Miniſter. 
Then they inhumanly proceeded to overſet the 
Queen's and King's Coach, raviſhed many of the 
Ladies, ſurprized the young King, and dragged 
the Queen-Mother by the Hair to the Gover- 
nor. She begged on her Knees to have her 
Life ſpared, and the Life of the young King, 
and to impute the Miſcarriage of Things to the 


Weakneſs of their Sex, who are not ate to 


manage like Men, Affairs of ſo arduous a Na- 


ture: But all ſhe ſaid was of no Effect, for | 


that Night the Governor cauſed her to be 
drowned, and impriſoned the young King, where 


ſhe remained for ſome Time; but at laſt he (et 


her at Liberty, and ſent her to Buda, eſcorted 
by a Troop of Horſe, where ſhe was reccived 
with much Joy. 


: Bat did this eee minded, this unfortunate 
vindictive Governor eſcape unpuniſhed? No: 
For immedintely after the Coronation of Jzgz/- 
miond, which was in the fourth Year after the 
Death of King Lewis, King Maria earneſtly i im- 
portuned him to take Revenge of tne bloody 
Paracide ; he thereupon raiſed an Army pretend- 
ing to go to Bulgaria againſt the Turks, but 
when his Troops were in Readineſs he march- 
ed againſt the Governor of Croatia, and in a ſhort 
Time took him Priſoner, cauſed his Hands to 
be bound to hot Irons, and his Fleſh to be torn 
from his Body with burning Pinchers, and what 
oO 2 remained 
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remained to be divided in four Parts, and to 
be hanged upon the Gates of the City, and cauſ- 
ed the Reſt to be beheaded, who were 8 


to the Queen's Death. 


Another Cauſe of the Downfal af Miniſters 
is their conſulting their own private Good, mare, 
than the Welfare and Emolument of the Com- 
mon- wealth; they lay heavy Burdens upon the 
Shoulders of the Subjects, and if they find the 
Prince's Diſpoſition inclined thereto, they con- 


tinually put him in Mind of it; if not, they 
Will adviſe him to it: If the Prince requires one 


Penny from his Subjects, they cry two; if he 


does but threaten, they ſay, hang him; their 


Language is, that tis good for a Prince to be terri- 


ble, and inexorable; for Men of mean Rank to 


be mild, liberal, and familiar: They have a Max- 
im, that it is better to Rule by Fear than Love, 
that it is lawful for a Prince to do what he 


will, and that every Man's Eſtate, is at his 


Diſpoſal. 


If the Prince makes wiſe and 1 | 


they muſt preſently become the Creatures, of 


theſe great Men, do what they would have them, 
and keep nothing ſecret which they would have 


known. They ſow Difſention, and maintain 4 

action among the People, ſuppoſing. that there 
is no better Means to keep them in Obedience; 
for one Faction will be always ready to aſſiſt the 


g King i in ſuppreſſing the other, and be an Occa- 


lion of bringing ſame Griſt to their Mill: So 
that 
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that while they are buſy about their own pri- 
vate Injuries, they conceive that publick Wrongs, 
which concern the Comman-good, will not be 
remembered or enquired into, and ſo they them» 
ſelves by theſe Means eſcape unpuniſhed. | 


1 


* 


3 Sleidenreports,that William Payets, the Freuch 
EKing's Chancellor, was taken out of his Bed by 
his Majeſty's Order, and caſt into Priſon with 
the general Applauſe, and to the great Satisfac- 
tion of the People; the Reaſon was, that dur- 
ing his four Years Adminiſtration, he had offend- 
ed all the King's Subjects by his grievouſly 
4 oppreſling them, which occafioned an univerſal. 
Complaint. We may obſerve from Hiſtory, that 
Ruin is generally the End of ſuch Sort af People; 
for when a Prince is fully informed of their 
- | Male-prattices, then to fatisfy the People they 
- |F puniſh ſuch evil Miniſters with Deſtruction. But 
e ie may be asked, who dares to examine into the 
Actions of theſe great Men? Who dares call 
them in Queſtion? Who dares be the Judge to 
paſs Judgment upon them, if they offend? The An- 
ſwer is, the Inquiſition will be the Cries and La- 
mentations of the People, whom they have mer- 
cileſsly oppreſſed and tramppled upon; the Tears 
of the Widows and Orphans, whoſe Husbands 
they have put to Death; and generally all thoſe 
whom they have perſecured, either in their Bo- 
dies or Eſtates. The Lex Talionis, or the Law 
of Talio, would be juſtly inflicted upon them; 
this Law- was introduced by the Pythogoreans, 
being authorized by Rhadamentus; it is CE 
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ed by the Turks, and was executed upon the | 
Biſhop of Verdom, by Lewis the Eleventh : And 
certainly a more juſt Law cannot be, than to 

ſqueeze the Extortioner, and to {will the Blood- 4 


ſucker with Blood. 


It conſiſts with Reaſon atid Juſtice, RE © My 
| who have deſpiſed and contumeliouſly behaved , 


themſelves towards others, ſhould be deſpiſed, 


and contumeliouſly handled; that they, who 


have proudly inſulted over others, ſhould be 
reproachfully ſpoken of by all Men; that they, 
who by Rapine and Fraud have got Eſtates, 
ſhould ſuddenly have their Eſtates taken from 
them ; that they, who ſhewed no Mercy, 


ſhould have no Mercy ſhewed to them; that 


they, who commanded others to be dragg'd to ; 
Execution, ſhould undergo the like Puniſhment ; | 
that they, who endeavoured to deprive the Sub- 


jet of his Rights and Privileges, ſhould not 


only loſe the Benefit of them, but alſo the Be- 
nefit of the Law of Nations ; that they, who 

cauſed the Rigour of the Law to be inflicted 
upon others, ſhould have the ſame Meaſure 
meaſured unto them; and laſtly, that the Pro- 
jector of any Torments, ſhould be the firſt that 
made Tryal of them, which was the Caſe of 
Perillus : He was an Artificer, and invented a 
ſevere Torment to puniſh Delinquents, which 
had not been heard of before : This was a bra- 
zen Bull, which being made exceeding hot, the 
' Offender was to have been caſt into it ; he 
made a Preſent of it to Phalaris, who, as a 
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juſt Reward, cauſed. him to ſeaſon it. Theſe 
Puniſhments ought not. only to be inflicted up- 
on ſuch who attain to their Greatneſs by ille- 
gal and undue Means, but ought to be extend- 
ed to thoſe alfo, who being deſervedly preferr d, 
do misbehave themſelves in the due Execution 
of their Places; for it is not ſufficient to begin 
well. If a Man plants a Vineyard, and does not 
take as much Care to hedge it in as-he did to 
plant. it, the Fruit of his Labour will be ſmall; 
or if he who takes a Caſtle be not as provident 
in keeping as he was in getting it, twould have 
been better for him to have ſate ſtill in the Be- 
ginning, and done nothing. In vain do Men 
Plough, Sow, Reap, Thraſh, &c. and carry 
their Corn to the Mill, if after ſo much Pains 
the Mill be out of Order, and ſhall ſpoil it. 5 


If the laſt Years of Nerds Reign had $04 | 
like his uinquennium, or firſt fifteen Vears, he 
had been one of the moſt renowned Princes in 
the World; If Tiberius had ended his Reign as 
he began, he had, excelled Auguſtus; but be- 
cauſe they deviated from Virtue, their Faults 
were more conſpicuous, and it would have been 
better for them never to have known the Ways 
of Virtue, than having known them to aban- 
don them. 


Frefanption is another Cauſe; and they who 
have attained to the greateſt Favour with their 
Princes, by Reaſon of their Familiarity with 
them, have in the End became moſt odious and 

contemptible 


[48 ] 


eontemptible in their Sight. Sejanus was the | 


only Minion of Tiberius for a while, but when 


he ſtiled himfeif Emperor, and Tiberius a Go- 


vernor of a ſmall Iſland, that Emperor hated | 


and deteſted him: For preſuming upon the Fa. 


your of their Princes, they make them the Sub. 


of Laughter, negle& their Commands, and aſ- 


ſuming to themſclves the Honour of what is | 
done, attribute nothing to the Power of their | 


Royal Maſter”: - But Kings are ſo fat from for- 


getting ſuch Things, that they keep them in a 
| Regiſter. Tacitus tells us, that Narciſſus ha- 
ving flain Meſalina, the Wife of Claudius Cæ. 


far, without his Conſent, it put the Emperor 


into a kind of Phrenſy, and made him in a 
Paſſion ſay, he dared not to attempt ſuch an 
enormous Crime, though ſhe had deſerved it, 
unleſs he had firſt deſpiſed her Husband : Agree- | 
able to this was the Caſe of the Earl of St. 
Paul, Conſtable of France, who relying on the 
Favour of the Duke of Burgundy and the King | 
of England, roſe in Rebellion againſt his Prince; 


and that his Power and Greatneſs might not be 
difunited, and his ' Stipends from the King be 


continued, which were exceeding great, he ever | 
laboured to kecp him in War, that ſo he might | 
be beholding to him for Aſſiſtance, when Oc- | 
caſion ſhould offer itſelf, for he and his Aſſo- 
ciates aimed more at their private Intereſt than ä 


the Good of their Country. 


But theſe, and fuch like Devices, as they: are | 
moſt ridiculous in themfctves, ſo they are not 


ſo 


N 


5 
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ſo. pernicious to any one as to the Proj ectors 


themſelves. 


The King ſent a Meſſenger to let him know 
he deſired to ſpeak with him; tell the King, 
ſays he, that I will not come to him, but ſhall 
wait for his coming upon the Bridge : He came 


thither with Forces ſufficient to withſtand the 
King if there ſhould be Occaſion for it : They 


met there, but the Conſtable talked as ſaucily as 


if he had been the King's Equal, ſuppoling that 
to be, the only Way to preſerve and increaſe 


the Power he had obtained : But he was miſe- 
rably deceived, for they who obſerved his Male- 


pertneſs and lnſolence were offended at him, 
and ſtudied how to pull him down. He came 


one Day to the Duke of Burgundy, upon Pro- 


miſe of ſafe Conduct, but the Duke apprehend- 
ed him, and ſent him to the King his Maſter, 


with all ſuch Letters as he had formerly writ to 
him again the King, as the King of England did 
alſo; upon this Diſcovery a Peace was inſtantly 


concluded and ratified between them, the Con- 


ſtable was arraigned on Account of the Letters, 


condemned, his Eſtate confiſcated, and he put 


to an ignominious Death. 


Too much Power is another Cauſe : We have 


Experience in this in Richard Nevill, Earl of 


Warwick, and principal Favourite, of Edward 
the Fourth, by whom he was advanced to be 


Lord High Chamberlain, Conſtable of Dover 
Caſtle, Lord-Warden of the Cinque-ports, and 


H Lord 
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Lord High Admiral: And indeed die had the 
whole Power of the Kingdom in his Hands: T 
may well ſay the whole Power, for he had not 
only the Command of the Navy and all the 
Sea ports, but of the Hearts of the People alſo'; 
infomach, that they who knew him ſay, that 
which Way ſoever he went, he dre the Peo- 
ple like a Torrent after Him. He Was the Soh 
of Richard. Nevill, Lord Chancellor, and Fatl 
_ *Salisbury, but though he had ſuch Power com- 
imitted to him, and ſuch great Honours con- 
ferrd upon him, yet he was not afraid to lay 
violent Hands upon the Queen's Father, and with 
many of his Children and deareſt Friends, tb 
put him to Death. He placed ſuch Officers 
about the King as were his Creatures, and at 
laſt rebel led againſt him, as T ſhall ſhew in the 
Sequel of this hiftorical Account. In the firſt 
Battle at St. Abans, lie was the fitſt Man' that 
began to Charge the King's Army; and, after 
a doubtful Battle, Victory declared herfelf in 
his Favour: It is remarkable of this Family, 
that Thomas of Woodſtock, Duke of Glouceſter, 
Was ſtrangled 'at Calais Anmo 1397: Thomas, 
Lord Spencer, and Earl of Gloutefter, * was be⸗ 
headed at Briſtol Anno 1400: "Huimphry, Duke 
of Glouceſter, was ſtrangled in the Al- oy of St. 
Eamunds bury Anno 14463 and Nit hard, Duke 


of Glouceſter, was ſlain in the Bitte of 0, 
worth Anno 148. 5. SY 
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into France to treat of a Marriage for the King; 
during bis Negotiation there, and without lend. 
ing bit, any Notice, the King married the Lady 

Grey : This nettled the Earl, who looking up- 


on it as an Affront to his Perſon, and an Indig- 


nity to a Nobleman of his Character, confede- 
rated with his Sone in. Law, George, Duke of 
Clarence, to ſet King Henry the Sixth at Liber- 
ty, who was then a Priſoner in the Tower of 
London. Upon this Revolt a bloody Battle was 
fought at Danes-Moor, near Banbury, and was 
called the Battle of Edgcoat- Field, where the 
Rebels prevailed, and not long after took the 
King Priſoner at Wolney, and conveyed him to 
the Caſtle of Warwick, and from thence to 
Midlenham Caſtle in Torkſbire ; but he made 
his Eſcape from thence, raiſcd an Army, and 
at Stamford 0 Lincolnſhire, encountered and 
overcame the Earl, who was forced to fly for 
Succour into France, and having been furniſhed 
with a Number of Troops by the French King, 
returned to Englend, overcame the King, and 
made him fly for Relief to Charles Duke of 
Burgundy. Not long after, the King return'd, 
and a bloody Engagement happened upon Eafeer- 
day, at Barnet, in which the King obtained a 
Victory, and both the Brothers, FE Earl and 
Marquiſs were ſlain. 


Popularity is the laſt Cauſe I ſhall mention | 
at preſent ; and if there were no other to rep- 
der a Man odious in the Eye of his Prince, this 
alone were Winnt n their is no Prince Ef 

0 


A 


ſo poor and abject a Spirit, or ſhallow Capacity 
that will endure the Malepertneſs of popular 
Men ; for. it is naturally ingrafted in every 
Prince not to ſuffer an Equal; or a Competitor. 
There is good Reaſon why ſuch Men ſhould be 
ever had in Suſpicion, and be neglected by 
their Princes; for they are eaſily corrupted, 
and drawn into Rebellion: And it is wonder- 
ful to ſee how / they, who have attained to the 
greateſt Favour with their Princes, are always 
buzzing in their Ears, that they ought not to 
ſuffer their Subjects to grow too great; and yet 
at the ſame Time theſe very Minions are the 
Perſons over whom they caution their Sove- 
rcigns to have a quick Eye, though their Princes 
_ _doat{o much upon them, that they do not per- 
ceive it : However, in the End, the Prince be- 
ing made ſenſible of the Burthen he bears, and 
being weary of ſuch Counſellors, caſts them 
down head-long; and had they no other In- 
ducement to do i it, then too much Liberty thoſe 
Men do aſſume to themſelves of doing what 
they will, and the Fear they ſtand in by reaſon 


of them, are very good Cauſes for their Re- 
moval. 


Thus Nero removed Jeneca, of whom for 

a long Time he ſtood ſo much in Awe, that he 
ulcd to ſay, he knew not where to hide him- 
ſelf from Leneca, no not within Skin, unleſs 
e BT Oe of the Way. Popularity 
arian the Roman Emperor to remove 
Tatiana and his Collegue from their Juriſdic- 
| tion 


heir Heads, but with Infirmities in their Legs: 


E871 


tion and Government, to whom he was as 


much indebted as his Empire came to: And in 


the Reign of King John, Geoffrey, one of the 
King's Judges, was deſerycdly held inthe high- 
eſt Eſtimation; of whom Mathew Paris gives 
this Encomium, That he was Firmiſſima regni 
Columna, the ſtrongeſt Support of the Kingdom; 
he was extreamly well learned in the Law, and 


by Reaſon of his Riches, his Honours and his 
Alliances by Marriages, he became the moſt 


powerful Man in the Kingdom; but in the 


1 feared than loved by King John, 


inſomuch that when the King heard of his 


Death, he cried out with Tranſport, That by the 


Feet of God, he was then, and not till then, 
King and Lord of England. 


It was a uſual . Saying with Julius Ceſar, 
that they who have once attained to Greatneſs, 
can. not endure to live a private Life, which 


| Saying we ſhall find does ftill hold good, if we 


look into the Lives of the beſt Men in whom 
their Greatneſs have occaſioned their Ruin and 
Deſtruction. We may read of many, whole 
Lives and Converſation have been without Ex- 


ception, and who by their good Services have 


purchaſed the Favour of their Princes: Yet in 


the End they have been queſtioned for the Lives 


upon a ſmall Account and feigned Suſpicion. 
Example whereof we have in Jeneca, nor is it 
ſtrange it ſhould be ſo; for they who ſtand on 
high are not only troubled with a Vertigo in 


9 


As they can not af without Fear, ſo they can 
not ſtand without Danger. | 


Tacitus affirms, That it is the Fate of Great- 
neſs not to be of long Continuance ; he produces 


Macenas for an Example, fo long, ſays he, as 
Macenas was the ſecond in the Empire, ſo long 
he lived ſecure and happy ; but when he came 
to be, what we may now call Prime Miniſter, 


and in whom the Emperor confided, unbolom- 


ing to him all his Secrets, then he began to 
decline and lofe the Favour which ve had for- 
erh gained. To conclude, | 


They who take to great a Burthen on them- 


ſelves, and preſume to manage whole Provir- 


ces by their own Wit and Judgment are great 


Enemies to themſelves, for if one Man, tho' en- 


dued with admirable and excellent Gifts of Art 
and Nature, can not carry himſelf ſo uprightly 
in the Management of a Buſineſs of ſmall Con- 
ſequence, 1 8 5 he ſhall deſerve the Repre- 
Rk of the Publick, and incyrr the diſplea- 
ſure of his Prince, who laid that Burthen upon 
him; how is it paſlible that ſuch a Man ſhould 
manage, as he ought to do, the State of the 
Kingdom, which will perplex the Heads of many 
Men put together? This Tiberius Cæſar found 
to be true, who, after the Senate had ſettled 
him in the Empire, conſidering the Greatneſs 
thercof, and his own Weakneſs, ingeniouſly ac- 


b knowlcdged that the Mind of Auguſtus only was 


4 capable of bearing ſuch a Duthen; as for him- 


ſelf, 
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Experience convinces us, That they, 
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ſelf, when he was called to bear a Part of it, he 
found by Experience, how difficult and ange- 
rous the Barthen of a Kingdom was, and ſub- 
ject to change and alter. 


From hence we may conclude, that in a Ci- 
ty, where there are many able and deſerving 
Men, Care ought to be taken that one Man 
bears not the Sway alone; for many Heads to- 


gether will with more Baſe and Safety manage 


the State and Affairs thereof, and as'thlis is moſt 


true, ſol recommend it to the ſerious Conſide- 


ration of thoſe, who dare of themſelves to un- 
dertake to bear ſo great a Burthen : Por it is cer- 
tain that tlleſe Men Who take ſo much upon 
them, tnuſt neglect to do many Things, which 
they ought todo, and ſo deſerve a juſt Repte-· 
henſion. 


It is a common Saying, that no Man can ſerve 
two Maſters, whence Plato athirms, that it is a 
moſt difficult Thing for a Man, tho' his Wit 
and Capacity be ever ſo good, to excel in two 
ſeveral Arts: Certainly theſe Men, tho' ever ſo 
wiſe, vigilant, and induſtrious, being continu- 
ally. in the Sea, Troubles, and Turmoiles of the 
World, muſt of Neceſlity fall upon the Rock in 
the End. As Mariners, be they ever ſo skilful, 
if they continue on the Seas, muſt of Neceſſity 
yield to the Waves, when their Tackling fails; 
10 it is with ſuch All graſping Stateſmen; for 


Who 
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* Who ARID daily into Dongers run, 
Can hardly in the End thoſe Dangers ſoun, 


The Wheel of Fortune is always in Motion. 
and ſhe never doats upon any Man ſo long as to 
anſwer his Expectation, and to give him Satis- 
faction in every Thing; theſe Men may poſſibly 

continue in their Greatneſs during the Reign of 

one King, yet generally they and their Ache. 


rents are ruined by his Succeſlor. 


5 | Theſe, and the like Canis: 3 reigning 
all together in one Perſon, often but ſome of 
them, and ſometimes but one of them, prove 
the Means to ſtrip them of their Magnificences, 
and bring them to their primitive Obſcurity. 


FINIS. 
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